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UK's biggest
festival of
Arab culture

returns for
its 15th year

By GEMMA JALEEL
ECHO Reporter
THE Liverpool Arab Arts Festival (LAAT)
s the UK'sbiggest fetival of Arab culture,
recurningo Liverpoo for a 15th yea

The 10°day eventwill boasta umbec of
premicres as wllas artiss dancers, sing:
ers, musicians,writers and fims.

And there is also  collaboration with
Liverpool Intemational Music Festival
(LIMF)in Sfton Park.

Whenisits

The fesival runs from Friday, July 15
unil Sunday, July 21, a various venues
across the cy Including The Bluccoar,

FACT, Sehton Park Palm House and the
World Museum.

What's happening?

There vill b all sors of performances
‘with the festval aunching with Queens of
‘Syrin, @ groundbreaking theatrs produc
o atthe Everyman, performed by anall.
female cas of Syrian refugees.

There will lso be UK premieres of the
work of one of Cairo's foremost artss,
highly-acclaimed Egyprian muralist, a
boundary-breaking electronic hip-hop.

Dabke band, and a group whose singer
ed from the ragi war.

‘Other highlights Include The Big Sun
day Extravaganza at The Bluecoat, includ:
ing, music, contemporary and folklorc
dance, children's culturalcrafs,vsual at,
literature and debat.

‘The grand finale event will bring the
sights, sounds and tastes of the Arabworld
to'the Palm House.

Intemnationally_scclaimed_acts will
showcase the best in Arab musi, incud
ing avard-winning Swedish group Tarab.
band, whose unique sty of Arab music
draves influences rom around the world,
from Middle Eastern and Nordic folk to
radiional fuzz.

‘Glastonbury showstoppers 47Soul will
rock the Palm House, with muskc that
combines Debka, the raditonal Palestn:
fan street music and dance with decp
elctronic beats mixed with sounds of the
Middie East,

Howcan | get ickets?

The majority of events at the fetivl are
free, but some you have (o pay for but
bookingls advised.

ou can get tckets forthe event at The
Bluccoat, FACT and the Everyman,or visic
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How women fleeing Syria
became QUEENS of stage
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dangers of staging Queens of Syria and how it went on tour
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Queens of Syria by William
Stiling, Refuge Productions, is
a stunning and harrowing play
based on The Trojan Women
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Sumxm of Syria takes the Greek

Trojan Women and adds

the powerful testimony of those:

caughtin modern day conflict
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refugee lives
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King says: “The play has given the women a
sense of belonging again.”
Donate to the project on queensofsyriatour.
com or developingartists org.uk.
Edwin Gilson

Tickets £12 to £17, starts 7.30pm, visit
eventbrite.co.uk and search “gueens

The Syrian refugees who are taking part in the play Queens Of Syria
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Refugees to perform anti-war tragedy

Theatre _ winningdocumentary. is young director Zoe

The play blends the Lafferty, whose professional
An acclaimed anti-war performers’ own narratives  experience with theatre
tragedy, performed by 13 of ferocious war and bitter companies such as The
female Syrian refugees, exilewith theancient Greek  Old Vicand Iee and Fire

comes to the Attenborough text about the horrors of has focussed on current
Centre for the Creative Arts,  conflict and its aftermath. conflicts and situations of

University of Sussex, on Produced by Developing human rights violations, and
‘Wednesday and Thursday, Artists and Refuge has taken her from wars in
July13-14. Productions, the tour follows  Afghanistan and Yemen, to
Queens of' SF'a, an asold-out run at London’s the occupation in Palestine
adaptation of Euripides' The  Young Vic theatre as part of and humanitarian crises in
Trojan Women, was first Horizons, a season exploring  Lebanon and Haiti.
stagedin Ammanin2013and  the lives of refugees. Visit www.sussex.ac.uk/

was the subject of an award- Working with the cast acca to find out more.
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Pelléas et Mélisande
Grand Thtr d Provence e Provence
oty

‘Mélsande, in her bridal gown, sinks
ontothe bed. There s a crimson spot
on the white handkerchief thatshe
clutches. A nosebleed?

Sherises to stagger tothe bathroom,
When she returns, a tree s growing
around the bed, peces ofthe loor are
missing, and Golaud sits darkly,
clutchingarife. In her new production
for Alx-en-Provence, Katie Mitchell
tells Peléas et Mielsande as n dream,
surreal and fevered sequence that
‘would have given Jung a feld day.

“This takesbridal anxiety to a new
level, Here youare i your underwear,
‘making love to your brother-in-law on
the marial bed while your husband
‘paces the room, nursing your baby.
‘The dream thee allows Mitchell to
introduce characters o scenes where
they are ot present, o play ith time,
0 clone her figures and et then act
out things only implied in the text.

It works notleast because stage

Reviews

sensofwakingranos by combinig
siious control and trasparency
it sentiviy and warmth The
Phiharmonis Ochestra responds
‘with lush playing; the music is
izyingly,seductvly god.

1251 not th defitive Pest
sl e fins ingo
comeroma noscbeed nrecent
Operatichison

The productongos n o Vs
and Beijing.

Shiray Apthorp
Jestival-aix.com

THEATRE

| Queens of syria
YoungVic London
P

Solong,Intractable and horefic has the
Syrian war become that, terrible tosay,
‘western observers have become almost
used to . Harrowing pctures of sy
boats packed ull o people or families
trudging with their possessions on their
backs — these have become customary
inthe media. Ata press conference to
introduce Queens ofyria, an oficial

director Lizzie Clachan’s set, a 1950s- from the UN Refugee Agency explained
i b s s e e | (S e G
Ty st e | SR
Ross it gl | 7l gl poncf e
‘walls move with silent grace, a dark fire | expresses what it means to be part of
o Ut | St e
e
g onkesce ey i |
it e

el sconp sl vl an
eyl

Barbara Hannigan as Méllsande. Here
isasinger who canand will areall
‘whilecontorted ntothe most unllkely
yoga poses, whocan ean and twist and
climb and fll without missing anote.
n placeofinnocence, Hannigan gves
usinstnct,along ith canny control of
thecolourof every phrase. Evenasthe
mostunspeakablethings happento
e, sh s somehaw incharge

e eads a uniformly strong s,
from téphane Degout's poeic Pelléas
toLaurent Naourisvilen,dangerous

| Golaud. on the podium, Esa-Pekdca

| Slonen makes us beleve and fcl with

| the charaters, maintaining Mitchel's

N AT 91 R e, iyl
a group show at the Centre Pompidou.
Currently he has work inan exhibition
co-curated by the former French
president Jacques Chirac at the Musée
du Quai Branly, in Parls, while his
re-creations o the 2009 plece, “Unitled
(Ghardaia)”, a scale model of an
ancient Algerian town at Tate Modern
and the New York Guggenheim have
garnered column inches, not least

actoss the statistics togive voice to
individual women who know what
being displaced s — women who
have been through the cxperience of
losing thei homes, thelr lvellhoods
and their dentiies

‘Thirteen exiled Syrian women
assembleon the tage and el usther
stories.Potently,thelr testimonies are
interwoven with extrats from
Euripdes’ he Trjan Women (written
in 4155C). One o the many shocking
aspects o the evening isthat such an
anclent lece can mix s readlly with
contemporary experieaces the plight
of women inwar has not changed in
tvo-and s-halfmillenni.

ZoeLafferty' saging (o co-production
it Developing st and Refuge
Productons, undertaking UK tour) s
understated yet profoundly moving.
‘What the women have lost s what e
take for granted: the ubrcof evryday
s eay contact it loved ones,

‘Noneof them are profesional actors,
but they delivertheir words,ina
‘mixture of Arable and English, with
sreat composure and digniy. s
picce ull of pain and longing — above
allthe women want toreturn home —
butthere is o, humbling age hre,
100, “We have become normaly” cries
one woman, “Howdid iling people
become normal?”
Sarah Hemming
oy, thentouringthe UK,
queensofyratourcom
See Ale Russells Dy, page 2

From left: Barbara Hannigan as Mélisande; Laurent Naouri as Golaud and.
Stéphane Degout as Pelléas i ‘Pelléas et Mélisande’ - s
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the risk of you falling behind with

‘but the determination of incident,

latest developments and missing  what i incident bt the
sometbing vita. Has any writer  Ulustration of character?” When
ever made anyone wonder plot does occur ke it tobe.
Whether she s time tospare o unavaidable, natural, almost
clean herteeth? unconsclous on behalf of the
Novelsts ave stopped working  writer. S0 often you sec the
this weelc not with sghs scaffolding and signposts and the

stermming from an awareness of
personal failure but with a kind of

rigging.feelitis atrap, |
suppose. Maybe these past two

professional awe at what reality  weeks have taught me plot’s
has spun. Lok and learn! Herea  absolute value, Imagine f you
litl Shakespeare, there some  wrote a book that made everyonie
Kipling, and the Bible and the  stop brushing their teet.. .
Beno and Just William. Reality  The Intensity of living through
has somehow achieved the status  the news, through your nerves,
ofavisiting professor of fiction,  through the news' nerves, s
the sortwho travels with 3 though constantly perched on
suitcase crammed with books  precarious ciff i certainly

notclothes, a much decorated
practitioner, in colouless tweed,

addictive. The status of being the
frstone i the know! So-and-s0

with whom one cannot compete, has inside information — quick!
butonly lookup to, half-fainting  Youhave some yourself... for
with admiration .. you were at university with half.
We mustreap the lessons o his  of thenm, emember ...
living masterclass. still,there are deadlnes. Your
“You couldu't make itup”isa novel, which they're calling
commonplace that'soverused. In  comedy about anxiet, isn't going
fact, s often muttered ruefully  towrite tself There are deadlines
‘when predictable thingsoccur,as  that may be lfelines. You had.
‘when two busesarrive: better switch offand press on.
simultaneously or there st any.
millleftinthe fridge. Butfor  susieboyt@/t.com; @susieboyt
some wrters,“youcouldn't make  More cohums a f.com/boyt

Sunday T1.15am. Heathrow Terminal
5.The Costa cafls. A vista of et g,
ressed Familis and patient middle-
aged men with name-cards by the
barrier, It  famila sight after too
many peripateti years. This ime,
haowever it different, 1 may not bear
‘aname-card but 1 am ane ofthe patient
‘middle-aged men by the barier
Messages emerge from baggage claim

andbeyond. T have landed. A bagis |

‘missing They al have toshow ther
passportstogether. They will be
through by 12gm at the eariest. No,
1pm.No .. think of Aravind Adig's
o i The Whte Tiger. A driverin
‘el he spends days and nights
enforced ignorance, his ife in
suspense, beforea sudden shouted |
command. Thereisa whirr of
excitement from the barrir, They are
here, One, bwo, three Arabwomen
‘walk shyly ito the Arevals hal. Then
‘more,13in all. A camera rols, It has
been 3 long journey ~ arguably one
thatsarted nearly 2500 years ago
when Euripides wrote that bleakest of
tragedies, the Troades,

My sisterin-lav, Charlotte Engar,a
former foreign correspondent tured
scrptwriter, had rung me over
breakiast. She was i need o transport.
Who could turn down a request to
chaulfeur Syrian refugees on thelast
legof theirjourney from exile o Jordan
1o perform Euripides in Londont

For three years Charlote, her
husband and a film producer have.
‘orked with a troupe of Syian women

|

efugees turned actors. They first
performed in the winter in Amman in
| 2015, then ayear aer i Geneva. Now
alte endles batles ver viasthey
havecome o perform Queens o yriain
the Young Vic, Oxford, Liverpool and
elsewhere before a finale in Drury
Lane. Itis in Arabic and adapted, but
rooted in Euripides’ pitiless play on the
“Tojan women after the fall of Troy.

“We all have our own parts now. And
strong parts” Reem enthuses as we.
snake through west London's traffic.
“Weil e strong. We donok want
people to feel sorry for us. We want to.
make people thil”

Tam reminded again — asif that
should be necesary — of how Syria has
ollowed the shameful ot o raq and
faded from the news.

‘Reem and her family ledthelr home
i DamascusforJordan more than
thre year ago. When not reharsing
‘she is studying computer science viaa

| universiy nindia.Her mother and
aunt doneon the bck seats. They
wake when e head down the

Embankment. The words “Kensingon”
and “Chelses” floa forward ona sea
of happy Arabic chatter: Reemm asks

It was a bit much’

‘person taking the tournament as seri-
ously as the Abkhaz Singh, atall,sleek
Sikhwhosportsa purple turban, a flow-
ing salt-and-pepper beard, piercing
eyes, and a thick Midlands baitone,
spentall his savings two years agoto et
up the team, which he envisions as a
“global brand® o capture the hearts of
the worlds 125m Panjabis. T in love
with my people” he recall telling his
eldestson, then four, when explaining
hisdecislon. " love the akash, thesky,
Tovethe mit,the dus,fec the pain of
mypeople.Itismy destiny todothis

After months of scouring English
semi-proteams nline insearch f lay-
erswith“Panjabi feracty on the it
Singh set about recruiting a manager,
anassistant manager,a first team coach,
an opposition_analyst and a
physiotherapist, al with professional
experience. Lacking the money to pay
them, Singh explained his vision of
“glory for Panjab and harmony for the
people” in a pub called the Red Lion in
West Bromwich, " football team st
like a hip shop, where you just make.
another chip shop. You have to mke
peoplebelive;”hesald

Dinamo stadium was wellver capc-

about Brexit. Her face fals. “It s al
aboutus,refugees; she says sadly.

Afewhours later am n the theatre
authe Briih Library Cente stage, an
intemperate border oificalis
upbralding a would-be refuge. Tis 1
sealle the second oleeversal of my
day.The offcals an Afican n crsp
uniform representingthe African
Unlon 100 years hence. Taty T-
shirted, and dejcted, he refugee s
white After some questioning, e s, It
emerges,aBrit,named Ofver
Montgomery, ecing chaosback home.

The mmigrantis sponsored by the
“Afrca Writes” programmie o the
Royal African Socity. There s a bt of
bolted-on post Brexit agitprop. The
‘malaly Afrcan audience roars when
Montgomery concedes he comes from
Great Brtan and the officil fres back:
“Are you il grear”

e the odd nally stted
exchange ith iends who voted on
theother sideof the grea Bt divide
Ihadrather hoped to escape rext 1
{ind myself hinking back ruefullyto o
tintin Washington when' and other
Brktish forign correspondents soloved
toriffon the redstate/blue state
divide. Wehave our own supra-
polical it now:

Butthe playisa moving inversion of
the refugee narrative ofrecent years
and has a whip-smart disogue,
Performed n the very weck thatthe
Altican Union flosted the deaof a
common passport forts 54 member

‘Ditchside or climbed the fence behind
thegonl.Raul Khajmb, de facto resi-
dentof Abkhasa, ook aplaceinthe VTP
bofor the eam’s first gameagainst the
ChigosTlands, mesnbers of adiaspora.
evicted from their home in the Indian
Ocean by the UK the 1960 to make
way foraUSnaval base. Afterared card
andinjory saw the Chagos team, mstly
‘madeup of leanersat Garwlekarport,
g0 down tonine men, Abdusia cruised
1049 0victory. “The president wascel-
cbrating everygoal ke theyd won the
World Cup? said Jens Jockel a Conifa

In embracing the towrnament,
Abkdhasiasdefacto government sought
tomakeitacoming-outpaty forsself-
styledstate. Khajimba,  lfe-Jong Abk-
hasfunctionary whocoldseem equally
athomeasaSovietbureaucrat n 1986,
1956 0r 1956 gave it is personal back
ing. “We wanted to show that we are
coming out of solation and bullding
state” Khafimba . “We'enot rying
o get everyone Lo recognise us - we
already recognised ourselves”
‘Abldhsiasnational dentty s mostly
based on ethnic grounds, partcularly
against Georgians. Separatists who
foughtinthe 1992.95 var expelled hun-
dreds of housands of Georglans, bith-
ertothe dominan ethnic group in the

‘Who could turn
«down arequest to
drive Syrian
refugees on the last
legof their journey from
exile in Jordan to

perform Euripides
inLondon?

o power {n 2014 after his predecessor
fled over protestsagninst bis plans o
sivechizenshiptothe remlning 40000
Georgians. A bill that would have
allowed foreigners o buy prime real
estate on the Black Sea riviera — and
thus,in many AbKlas minds, allowed
Russiato absorb th reglon — nflamed
passions futher,

Ak oficias sa thy preferife i
Jimbo inceboth reconcilaion it Geor-
i andabsorpton by Ruseia would sub-
sumethledenti: Nobodyliningupto
recognis us? Khafimba sald. Yet that
stancelusineiably driven Abkbaziaoto
Moscow'sembrace

Ablhazia's football team knew they
were fighting for national pride. They
cruised through the tournament with-
out conceding goal,dispatching West-
ern Armenia, Sapmi, and Northern
Cyprusto delirious crowds who splled
‘on'tothe pitch and chanted “Alaaia’”
the victory slogan from the 1992:95 war.
Hours before the inal,the stadium was
overflowing, Many vt tickets climbed
‘onwalls to watch, Wild cheers erupted
as a decrepit-looking helicopter flew
overthestadium, trailingan Abkhaz lag
hoisted oalongeable hangingbelow i,
Panjab were to be Abkhazis oppo-
nentsalterasurprise run thatsaw thern
defeat Padania,  vaguely separatist

o

states it s also an upliting vision of
possible Afrca the day ater tomorrow
asis my encounter in the Cty on
‘Wednesday morning when I lnd an
interview T have coveted for 25 years.
John Mangudya s governor of the
Reserve Bankof Zimbabye and the
firstholderof that post to pay an
offcial visit to the UK in well over a
decade. His presence in London signals
a glimmering of ghasnost n the land
Iong dominated by Robert Mugabe and
also willingness by Whitehall o

Abkhas policewnman laoked to the sky
in prayer. in the third round, Bondar-
enko keptout another shot. Midselder
‘Viadimic Argun then sent Panjabs goal-
Kecperthewrongway.

Fans poured ontothe field tomob the
players. Thedancers intraditonal dress
altingfor the closing ceremony foned
them, A teenage boy grabbed a aded
picture of Viadislav Ardsinba, Abk-
haziasfistpresident, and led the crowd
inasingalong. Fireworks itup the sky:
Half the crowd wasstill n the pitch.
One of the Somaliland coaches ran on
clutching a giant Abkha flag in one
hand and a tny Somaliland flag n the
other Teenagers mobbed Singh, the
intensity now drained from hiseyes, for
selfles. Carslyingthe Abkhas flag skid-
dedincircles around the central quare,
in front of the burnt-out parliament.
Khajimba declared anational holiday:

‘Winaing may nothave brought Ab-
hasia any closr to international recog-
niton —even from Fifa, But s tsteants
captain lifted up the Conifa trophy,
which looked like ithad been bought on
the cheap at a sporting goods store, it
‘meant something more, “Thi is a real
and independentacountry s there can
be;”Adleibasaid “Carityou eel it

MaxSeddonisthe F's Moscow
cormespondent

something of  rapprochement vith ts
former colony. It aso refects a cooling
of elations between Mugabe and his
banker of ecent years, Befjing
‘Mangudya s close to finalising  deal
to unleash debt reie from the INF
‘and other nstiutions — ending years
of impasse. *2016 should be a tarning
‘point for Zimbabwe” he says.

Thave reported on Zimbabue off
‘and onsince 1994, In llthose years 1
never secured an interview with the
reserve bank governor or indeed any.
senlor offical. The closest came was
an impromptu exchange on
demoeracy with the O1d Man at an
election rally.  have heard a ot of
happy talk over the years,Itell the:
‘governor, and witnessed alot of
disappointment. "We talk too much;"
e laughs.

O Friday night, too late for this
deadiine, 1 was due at the Young Vie
with a burning question on my mi

‘Wil the trumpet sound? 1 defer to the
Tongest-serving FT Weekend
‘columnist, Robin Lane Fox. When T
allerted him tothe play this spring he
Tnunched into New College tutor mode,
‘quoting chunks of the Troades
verbati. A trumpe, he declared,

should sound Just before line 1,325, a5
signalled by the herald o the Trojan
women, lines 1,265, Troadesto the.
sound of trumpets — heaven.

Alec Ruselseditor of T Weekend.
“queens of yria'is reviewed o page.




image38.jpeg
asicimpy drama basedon Ann
‘Summersparties, which were
ppirently populir n the 950s.
‘Women would get together 0
rink it too much, play spin
the dikio and compisin about thelr
ustands. It vas o time when
the ot and expectatons of women
were vy difrent rom today,
s0is an opportunity or TV o
‘makearama that can bapplly
allow in a ot of sexual stereotypes
thatno e ppl, but that are

chancters kept tinking,thisis
ealy a Cary On flm without okes
ordouble etendre (e e asie).
Youcouldhearthe ghost of it
Tacques, Barbra Windsor, Bernard
Cribins and Sid James

Soift was'funmy, what vas 7
Wel, mostycopy mockingofa ot
ofworking-and lower-middie-clas:
peoplefom the reent past. I

sniggered unpleasanily at their
ambitons, thei pretensions, their
probity and embarrassments

e set designsforthe 19805 were:
‘well done, but too expensive and
chic forthe characters who were
supposed 1o own the  provincial
butcher would never have been
able toaford that house, a factory
‘worker wouldn'thave bad that
fited Kichen.

Tt seems contrary that a drama
that sl about the female sex,thelr
‘werk,theirfamily, their aspiations
and their collctive supportshould
have o e mpathy for women, be:
soready tostereotype and point
fingersatthem. The men, of course,
are barely from the same specie.

Now, two light docs that come
in the évr-growing category of
‘What on Earth Made You Agree o
Do'This? Life Stripped Bare .
tortuous experiment based on 2
piece of conceptual art made some
‘yearsago by Michael Landy. What
are youleft with fyoudon'thave.
‘possessions? Wel, in this case, a
camera crew, nucity and gigaling.
Aseries of peopie, all young —

becase who wants to ook a the id
and flabby starkers? — are asked 1o
‘come up with profound andor
amusing thoughts on the nature of
dentity, free- market capitalism
and the consumer socity while
cupping their genial. know it
sounds like Brian Cos, but i wast't
that good.

“Then there was CelebrityFirst
Date, This i another persistent TV
format, taking cheap popuiar

| programmes that use membersof

the public and replacing them with
people who have already appeared in
some oher category on V.

A restaurant date show s 2
nightmare ofsetup embarrassment.
‘Whatever induced Ether Rantzen
t0have  nudge-mudge okdes”
get-together on TV? Thisisthe.
sortof thing she used to mock.
Instead, she reminisced about her
dear dead Desmond.

1t b a poignancy that was made
twice 25 uncomfortable by th tacky,
risible format. Td ke someone to
‘come — passibly Bran Cox — and.
explain the beautiful mathematics
ofTinder. &

e Brtish Museum has posted very strong
figures for the year o the end of March — mare than
6.8mpeople. This s arecord, though | am atways
tad doubtful s to how the BM and others calculate
numbers fr non-paying viiors. Yet | hear from
‘severalarts biguigs that there has been quitea
siniicantdowntum (between 10% and 15%) ot
many central London museus, galres and
atractions ove the past four o five months, which
scems 1 belinked o the Pars and Brussels atacks.
Amerkcans,In partculr, gt very worried about
terrorismand many have been put off coming to
Europe,which has aknack-on effect on London. This
decline s confirmed by the Assocaton o Leading
Visitr Atracions, which moniors the figures coscly.
et most ites outof cental London,such s
Hampton Cour, are st faring wel whi Tate Moder
Pas atleast plcked up ver the past tree weeks owing
i new extension Bing o the post-referendum
faling pound, astosiss find the UK cheaper again.

8 Queens of Sy, areworking of Eurpides's ani-var
drama The Trojan Women, with an al-femalecast of
‘Syn efugees whoare exed in Jordan, was performed
atthe Young Vicast week. The production then moves.
oves the next fortnight o theatres in Oxford, Brighton,
Liverpool,Leeds, Edinburgh and Durham, before a
plaatthe New Londontheatre n hly 24.The play,
performed in Avabic with Engish surtites, mixes
drama with i footage. Al credito th team behind
this production, and to the ikesofthe Biish Counci,
the UNHCR, UN Wormen and O forheling with
funding theproject — though abit morels st needed
1 hear that Germany and Greece, which boh know a
thing ortwo about Syran efugees, haveinvited
Queens of Syl o their counties, ashas, more:
‘surprisingy,Saudi Arabia through a women's group.

5 Talking of eworkings, st Tuesday the Batican
puton a stage dramatisaton of Cathy Come Home,
50yearsater s il broadcast on the BEC. This
ground-breaking TV pay, lghghting homelessness,
was diected by Ken Loach and produced by Tony.
Gamett. Whie Loach became a househoid name,
Gamett i not — mainl because producers are
ehind-the-scenes fok His credits incude Kes,Up
thelunction —a very powerful telesion drama about
aborton — and, i the 19805, Between the Lines and
This Life, Gamett has now writen s mermois- The D3y
the MusicDid that dayin February 1959, when his
ero BudyHoly was kiledin plane rash) recounts
Gametts andimark programmes, rows with the BBC,
controversy ove his seres Doy o Hope and s nfappy
timein LA during the 1980 | coud hrdlysee him
schmoozing with Holwood),beorea etum 1 the UK
1 set up Worid Productions. With tis partaarlyon
This i, e offeréd much encouragemen ofar younger
coleagues, They dot make them ke Gamettany more.
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Enduring
love and loss

Syrian womenmake
Euripidestheir own,
whiethe story of
Chagalland his wife
makes the heart soar
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Greek tragedy sels scene for stories of a modern ordeal
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A MODERN TRAGEDY

Anextraordinary theatre production comes to Leeds next week featuring
cast of Syrian refugees. Yvette Huddleston reports.
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Refugee women given a voice
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Urgent devastating storytelling from Syria
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Ancient tragedy played
out in the modern world

WE have all heard and seen the terrible
events on the news about the situation in
Syria, the bombings, the war-ravaged towns
‘and cities and the deaths and injuries of
thousands of men, women and children.

We have also scen and heard how many are
now fleeing their homes for safety ~ many of
course not making it on the boats of death.
But some have and now a group of Syrian
women, refugeas exiled in Jordan, hay
created an extraordinary modern retelling of
Euripides' Trojan Women which is used o
help tell their own story.

‘Queens of Syria has been playing at the
Voung Vic as part of a short nationwide tour
which ends at the New London Theatre in
Drury Lane on July 24.

It features |3 women on the stage and others.
on film who explore the parallels between the
ancient Greek tragedy and the carnage and
civil war raging in Syria.

And it shows us in the most scark and
dopressing way possible, that nothing much
has changed over thousands of years.

Ieis at times difficult o listen o a5 one by
one the women take centre stage to

tell us about their experiences — each

of them has their own personal story of

UEENS OF SYRIA

The Young Vie «axss

anguish, pain and fear.
One talks of her desperate attempe to reach
hospital o give birth while all around her the
bombs fll while another woman, with tears
running down her face, tells us how her aunt's
son was kidnapped and eventually killed.
Then others tall us what they most regret
leaving behind once they take the brave
decision to leave — for some it s the view
from their balconies, for others the smell of
Syria's jasmine and for others the garden.
We hear moving accounts of letters sent
home - to mothers, fathers, siblings

and children.

Itis the most painful, hard-hitting and moving
piece of theatre.

They show dignity, courage and anger - one
‘woman says: “How can you destroy our
homes and then not offer me your home,
oven f only temporarily?” Quite.

Visit wwwyoungyic.org for listings.
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Queens of Syria

Queens of Syr\a is an adaptation of Euripides anti-war tragedy, The Trojan Woman. It
was first staged in Amman in 2013 and is performed by an all female cast of Syrian
refugees. These are not the voices of political commentators, but of ordinary women
whosc lives have been turned upside down.

Everyman Theatre, Hope Street. Tonight, 8pm
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0330335 4615, bookingto | While The Decp Ble Sea
January 2027 | plays atthe Nationsl and
| French ithout Tears atthe
Jesus Christ Superstar | Orange Tree, here s Terence
open Ak Thestr,London Rattigans farce of crossed
Itis 45 years sincethe debut | wires around a playful
ofthis hit 1970 rock opers, | romanticlaison.
drawn from the Gospels | Chrstopher Luscombé
account o the final week of | directs the confusions.
Jesus' lfe, by Tim Riceand ‘ theatrerpalongak, 01225
AndrewLioyd Webber. This | 45844, toly 30

Pixie Lot as the beautiful Holy Golightly

Breakfast at Tiffany's
Haymarkal,London
Pixic Lot stars n Richard Greenbery's adaptation of
the TrumanChpte ol e nNew Yor 1945
Lot plays the beautiful and lusive Holly Golightly
Gl ol oy ke by Andey e e
1961 ilm). She i joined by Matt Barber as Fred, the
penniless young writer who falls i love with Hally
*and it her fantastical and messily complicated fe,
She salso joined by Bobthe Catas the pet that plays
akey rol n the plot — arare fellng star among
the many dogs that tread the boards.
breakfastattifonys o, 020 7950 8300, booking to
September 17

Dance Clement Crisp

by the troupe also offersts
diosyneratic Svan Lake
(pictured). Ends Saturday.

Cinderella
ColisouLondon
The Australian Ballet

plays Alexei enoay, 02078459500
Ratmansky’s

realistionof The Creation

Prokofievs Garsigton Opera,

vivid sorefor || Rambert dance company
Cinderella appears in Mark Baldvin's
Quly2023), version of Haydis

with designs The Creaton.

by the rambert.i to]uly 17
admirable

Jerome Echoes of Eternity
Kaplan. This Cotsour London
welcome &, The Shanghat
retum vist Balletappears in

rscongal, 01789 405495, to
August 4

Faith Healer
Donmar Warehouse, Londen
Mesmerising, beautifully
acted production by Lyndsey
‘Turner of Brian Friel great
play. Stephen Dillane plays.
Frank Hardy is a flth healer;
Ron Cook bis manager and
Gina McKee his vife: all
three offer conflicting
‘memoriesof their time on
the road.
donmarwarehouse.com, 0844
8717624, to August 20

The Flying Lovers of
Vitebsk

The sum, Cormwal

“The il efers to Mare
Chagalls famous pinting of
himselfand his vife Bella
oating, magically, over el
home town, Emima Rice's
final show for Knechigh
theatre company s playful
and delightully acted,
draving on the musicand
dance of the couple’s Russian
Jewish background el

ther extraordinary stories,
ncehih. o, 01872 267910,
toJuy31

Queens of Syria
Ontour UK

An exceptional and unique
plece of theatre. Thirteen
‘women, all efugees from
Sy civil war,take to the
stage to talkcabout their
experiences,interweaving
them with excerpts from
Euripides’ great antivar-
tragedy The Trojan Women.
Dignified and devastating.
queensofyriatour.com, on tour
tojuly24

Patrik de Bana's Echoes of
Bternty inspired by a
celebrated and ancient
Chinese poem.

envorg, 020 7845 9500,
August 1721

Her Name Was Carmen
Casoum Londen

he St Ptersburg Ballet
Theatrereturns o the
London Coliseum with a new
pice busedon the
experiencs of refugeesin
the Balkanrefuge camps.
encorg, 02078459300
ugust 2525

| Michal Kivanuka: bolder and more ambitious with his second album - cx
| Michael Kiwanuka  while trying to write the follow-up.
| Loves Hate Buthe persevered and the results have
Pobr paidoff. Opening with the grand spaghetts |
e ‘westemn sty orchestrations o “Cold
ichael Kiwanakts  Litie Heart,a sweeping 10-minute
careeropenedith  statement o intent, Lave & Fateis
ablase of publicity  bolder and more ambitious work than
aswinnerofthe it safty-frt predecessor.The smooth-
BBCS Sound of 2012 poll an annual toned Kiwanula acquiresthepleading
launch pad for new names. Hisdebut  urgency of Curtis Mayfield on “Black Man
album Home Again was duly ahitinthe i a White World", while a husky edge
UK, bt the attention fattered o deceives enters his volceon the il track, ramed.
1tssongs were soporifcretzead of 1970s by dramaticstrings and a saely beat.
folk soul. As hough imbalanced “The music,co-produced by Brian “Danger
b the mixaof ype and dullness, the Mouse” Burton, i tecped inthe past but
Londoner thought o quiting music ‘ot suffocated by t.
. | -A
|
ScHoolboy @ ‘The Avalanches | Aaron Neville
Blankace Apsche
Inercope Kl Ll Srvies
Wawn P
Despite thegenresloveof | The Avalanches open | Veteran vew Orleans
ostentation, the current Wildfowerwith a joyful singer Aaron Neville s
senerationof West Const | classcsoulsample neatly | paired vithan enjoyably
rappers donot pepper ther | rapped over by US rapduo | retzosoundirack on Apache,
verses vith lusury brandsor | Camp Lo, who are amongthe | avintage butlivly mixof
boasts boutprvatejets, | many guestvocalistsonthe | funk, R sndsoul, al
KendridcLamarladsthe | Australiantriosfollow-upto | struttng gars, sippery
way with ntrcatesongs. | 20005 Since Lgf You The | organ and warmy flaring
abouthip-hopandrace; | 16-year delay stems froma. | horns, a mertier style than
ScHoolboy Qollows close | bout of serous llness,and | the ballads the 75-year-old
behind, amore brooding. | also the difcultyof cearing | usuallyspecalses nsinging.
presence. Bl Fuc, the sampls from which ther | “Be Your Man” sts his
the follow-up to 2014 songa aremade, apatchwork | unhurried vocal 10 brasy
chart-topping Oymoronisa. | of borrowings ranging from | funk shuffle, “Stompin’
spraviing75-minutetour | Queens ofthe Stone Age o . Ground” s a D John-style
through drugs, addictionand. | schoolchildren singingThe | NeweOrleans belterand
urban violence, Themurky | Beatles "Frankie Sinatra® | “Ai't Gonna Judge You"
materialisleavened bythe | makes the painstaking delivers amessageof
rapper’s versatilestyle, ame | process sound absurdly easy; | tolerance amid jabbing
‘moment shured and playflly folding togetheran | trumpets and wabval
disaffected,thenextweaving | oid clypso ity withverses | guita. Age has ot corupted
inventively through the from US appers Danny | Nevillels supple tones,as
beatsfrom “Kno Ya Wrong™s | Brown and MF Doom. But | shown by the lsettohe
West Const cooljaztothe | clscwhere the album suffers | breaksnto during the gospel
‘noir boom- bap of “Ride fromaloss of focus,tsgood | number “Heaven” — |
Out’ withan lectrifying | mood dwindlingintosun- | moving anticipation o the
canofrom fellow LA dappled psychedelicwhimsy, | next world froma singer who
luminary VinceStaples. | agently divertingreverie, | isnotye done with this one.

i

s RS
andarestlesslyinventive
fortepiano continuo,
Fripperies aside, the
dramatic concentration
tends o come and go.Itis
‘most vivid when Thomas
Hampsonfs Count, his face
always visble n the mind's
eye,is sparring with the
generous-voiced Countess of
Sonya Yoncheva. Chistiane
Kargand Luca Pisaront are
the personable Susanna and
Figaro. Al inall thisisa
good cast.

E=

Bacewicz
Complete String Quartets
Stoian Quartet

Chandos
P

To have a woman's volee.
from Poland charting the
difficult years of the mid-

World David

I Honigmann

Hackney Colliery Band

| Sharpaner

b
ki

Theirname makesit
tempting o damn them s
cast London ipsters malding
postmodernist fun of the

traditional brass bands of the |

North o England. And
indeed,thereis itle of that
traditions mixof
Mendelssohn, Methodism
and Marx here; b instead a
fanky tribute to New Orleans
marching bands,with ahint
of Ballywood. The music
swings iesistbly, with nods
torock (a cover of Nirvana's
“Heart Shaped Box” with
fudicious electronica), soul
(“WrongOr Right”) and the
‘mid-century Miodernism

of Moondog (Jump

‘Then Rur).

Liszt
Transcendental Etudes

Kiell Gersein

MyiosClasscs
peteey

‘Not many pianists essayallof
Lisuts Transcendental Eudes
atonesitting. Even fewer do
soinalive recta,as Kirill
Gerstein s in London and
New York. The technical
challenges ofthese 12 studies
are daunting, but they have
individual characters, to.
Gerstein plays them without
any sense of beingtretched,
finds time to create poctry
and drama and i sparing
‘with his big gons. “Feux
follts" s magleal, “Wilde
Jagd”isatoncea headlong
chase and amodelof
estraint. The wholesetadds
upto more than the sum of
its parts.

Jazz
Mike Hobart

Jasper Haiby
Follow Creatures

Ediion
prees

‘Danish double basis Jasper
Hoiby's fim tones and
exemplary riffs are the orce
behind theazz power trio
Phronests, On thisouting,
they arethe linchpin of
supple quintet featuring the
close rapport and warm
texturesof Laura Jurds
trumpetand bark
Lockhearts tenor sax. Strong
themes and dear narratives
balance optimism and doubt,
reflecting the album's
nspiration — the radical
ecology of Naomi Kleins
book ThisChanges Everything.
Highlightsinclude the
upbeatinterplay of “Fellow
Creatures” and the pensive,
“Litle Song for Mankind”,
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From Greek tragedy to modern war ... the
Syrian women recreating the Fall of Troy
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Queens of Syria

‘The adaptation of Euripides anti-war tragedy
The Trojan Women s performed by anall-
female cast of Syrian refugees. Footageis
fused with the stage play to create a powerful
‘and unique plece of thealre.

Caurtyur Theatre, 30pman Juy 16
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'SEARIING WITNESS: Quoorie of Sriea the Weet Vorkare Pleyhoza,performed by  proup of Syrian efugees.
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From the warzone into exile: refugees tell their stories

Nall female castof Syrian
A refugees il ofer a powerful
performance to the Young Vic
Theatre in July when they bring their
personal stories o the stagen an
adaptation of Euripides great anti-var
tragedy, Queens of Syra

Covelopig ATEE presents the
Refuge Productions'play,which was first
staged in Amman n 2013 and was the.
sublect of an award-winning
documentary.

The cast skifully amaigamate their
‘own narratives of ferocious war and
bitter exile with the ancient Greek text
Their experience of isplacement and
turmoil brings fresh relevance to
Euripides'tragedy.

The powerlulstage play is fused with
scenas from the documentary o create

a piece of extraordinary multimedia
theatre.

The play opens at the Young Vic
Theatre inLondon from July 5109
before touring the UK and offers a once-
in-aifetime opportunity for the
refugees themselves,and a evelatory
experience or Bitish audiences who wil
e fsthand thehash raltesof e

Louise Chantal,director of Oxford
Playhouse,said-Its a priviege to be
working with Developing Artsts and
Refuge Productions to help bring this
important project to Oxford, both on
fim and on the stage. | can'thelp.
thinking that the Gueens of yria might
bethe most important theatre project of
theyear”

‘One cast member, Khaula, talked

tragedy”
B Queensof Syria will run at the Young
VicTheatre from July 50 9. f you would
Tike any further information on the
performances, you can visi the website
Joungvicorg

about the experience of being involved
in the original production of Queens of
Syria

She saick “We came nto a new sociey,
anew vy offe: we wer isolated.
Doing this play helped us break the ice;
we started o connect with others and
make friends. |t gave us the courage we
needed to talk about our problems
frankly and clearly.

"We feelthat we can do something for
Sytia,and the Syrian people, by sending
2 message to the whole world -
hopefully someone can help s end this

B VOICES FROMWAR ZONE: Syrian refugees perform Queens of Syria
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